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READING ROOM OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, CIRCA 1940.                   
PHOTO: LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

 KERRI HOSANG, NCS LIBRARY MEDIA SPECIALIST 

School Library Programs Improve Student Learning 
From the AASL (American Association of School Libraries)—a library advocacy share from the 2015 AASL Conference

This article outlines goals and key questions 
for you to consider as we collaborate to 
improve instruction and learning for students. 
By pulling together the resources and talents 
of all educational specialists in our schools, we 
share the responsibility for educating 
tomorrow’s workforce and global citizens. 
Together we can equip our students with the 
21st-century skills and knowledge they need to 
succeed. 

Classroom teachers, instructional-
support teachers, and school library 
media specialists make a powerful 
team to educate today’s students. 
Each educator brings a unique set of 
skills to the collaborative process of 
designing and implementing 
instruction, and assessing the 
learning needs of students and their 
academic growth. Classroom and 
support teachers have an in-depth 
knowledge of their students and the 
curriculum needed to prepare 
students to meet academic targets 
and to develop skills for lifelong 
learning.  

School librarians as information 
specialists and program 
administrators select and provide 
access to library resources, Web 
tools and sites, and communication 

technologies that match student 
needs, reading levels, and curricular 
topics. As teachers and instructional 
partners, school librarians teach 
students how to search, use, and 
document sources; how to organize, 

present, and share information using 
technologies; and how to maintain 
personal safety on the Internet and 
ethically observe intellectual 
property rights. Through 

collaboration and 
shared 
responsibility, 
teachers and 
school librarians 
employ 
differentiated 
teaching 
strategies to 
meet the specific 
learning needs of 
all students, 
including English 
language learners 

and children with disabilities. 

 School libraries are extensions of 
the classroom. Rich with print and 
electronic resources and the 
technologies necessary to view, 
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hear, and use them, the school 
library allows students to delve 
deeper into classroom subjects and 
topics of personal interest. Reading 
as a foundational skill is supported 
and promoted by the school library 
program. Research has shown that 
students’ standardized reading test 
scores are higher when they have 
access to a well-resourced school 
library staffed with a full-time 
certified/licensed school librarian 
who partners with teachers on 
student instruction and provides 
teachers with staff development on 
resources and information 
technologies. 

By pulling together the resources 
and talents of all educational 
specialists at NCS, we share 
responsibility for educating 
tomorrow’s workforce and global 
citizens.  Together we can equip our 
students with the 21st-century skills 
and knowledge they need to 
succeed! 

Meet with us today to schedule 
tomorrow for our student’s future! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

INVENTORS AND MAKERS 
WEBSITES 

PBSKids Lab:  Games. 
http://pbskids.org/lab/games.  Sortable by 
age (3-5 or 6-8), skills, and platform 
(online, mobile, or whiteboard), these 
activities will keep your makers learning 
for hours! 

TVOKids:  Think Big Invention Machine.  
www.tvokids.com/games/thinkbig.  Older 
students will revel in the task of moving up 
in the ranks of the Think Big Invention 
Machine by hitting a bull’s-eye target with 
balls of varying weights and sizes. 

TECHBYTES 

Interactive Periodic Tables 
Worth Losing Your 

Chemistry Cool Over! 
 

Unearth the awesomeness of the periodic 
table. While searching for lesson ideas 
and tech-driven resources, I came across 
these pretty nifty tables that make 
learning about the elements more 
interactive and engaging. 

1. TED-Ed Periodic Table 

ed.ted.com/periodic-videos 
 

The team at Periodic Videos has created 
a TED-Ed lesson for every element of the 
periodic table. That means that no matter 
what element you are interested in, there 
is a 5-10 minute video lesson available 
right away. How cool is that? 

 
2. Photographic Periodic Table 

www.periodictable.com 
 

This table is totally unique and great for 
visual learners. Each element features a 
photo of the element in its natural state, 
and clicking on the elements results in a 
photo dictionary of uses and examples of 
the element! Want to know what polonium 
is actually used for? This will tell you! 

 
3. Royal Society of Chemistry 

Periodic Table 

www.rsc.org/periodic-table 
 

This table is pretty, color-coded, and full 
of information. Each element links out to a 
sub-page that has all the essentials neatly 
organized for quick and easy referencing. 

 

4. Periodic Table of Videos 

www.periodicvideos.com 
 

Similar to the TED version, this table links 
to videos. Rather than lessons, however, 
these videos are often labs, experiments, 
and demonstrations. 

 
 

 

Make a Call 

The first telephone 
book was published 
on February 21, 
1878, in New Haven, 
Connecticut.  Ninety years later, on 
February 16, 1968, the first 9-1-1 call 
was made in Haleyville, Alabama. 

Review emergency preparedness skills 
with your students by visiting 
www.911forkids.com.  These short 
video clips explain what 9-1-1 is used for, 
what to say to the operator, and how to 
dial using a wireless phone.  There is a 
quiz, a word game, and coloring sheets to 
reinforce the rules. 

Use the telephone game 
(http://tinyurl.com/p27ja7x) as a 
transition or a way to pass time while 
waiting in line.   

 

It’s a Beautiful Day in the 
Neighborhood 

The iconic show Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood debuted on TV 48 years 
ago, on February 19, 1968.  Introduce 
your students to Mr. Rogers with full 
episodes on YouTube:  
http://tinyurl.com/nbn3kst 

At http://pbskids.org/rogers/games, 
students can play games based on the 
show, including “What’s in the Box,” and 
“Alphabet Doors,” or they can build their 
very own first neighborhood, send an e-
card, or listen to a story. 

If you happen to be in the Pittsburgh 
area, visit the Fred Rogers & Us exhibit 
at the Children’s Museum 
(http://tinyurl.com/oq22h9p).  

 

http://pbskids.org/lab/games
http://www.tvokids.com/games/thinkbig
http://ed.ted.com/periodic-videos
http://ed.ted.com/periodic-videos
http://www.periodictable.com/
http://www.911forkids.com/
http://tinyurl.com/nbn3kst
http://tinyurl.com/oq22h9p
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March14 
Fun Holiday – Pi Day 

 
 

March 14 is Pi Day! 
A day to celebrate the 

mathematical constant pi (π) and 
to eat lots of pie. 

 
Celebrated in countries that follow the 
month/day (m/dd) date format, 
because the digits in the date, March 
14 or 3/14, are the first three digits of  

 

 

 

π (3.14), Pi Day was founded by 
Physicist Larry Shaw in 1988. 

How to Celebrate? 

 Pi is a homophone of pie - the 2 
words are pronounced similarly, 
but are spelled differently and 
mean different things. Celebrate 
Pi Day by having lots and lots of 
pie. 

 Have a pie baking contest. Ask 
participants to bake pi shaped 
pies. Combine it with a pie eating 
competition. 

 Have a pi recitation contest. 
Anyone who can recite the most 
digits of the constant gets to take 
home a pie. 

 

 

 

 

 Embrace your inner geek. Wear 
a t-shirt that has the numbers of 
pi on it or sport some pi shaped 
accessories. Earrings perhaps? 

 Eat foods that start with a pi, like 
pineapples and pizza or foods 
that are circular in shape like 
pancakes and cookies. 

 Watch the 1998 Darren 
Aronofsky movie, Pi. 

Did You Know? 

...that pi is represented by the lower 
case Greek letter, π, because it is the 
first letter of the Greek work 
περίμετρος, meaning perimeter? 

 

 

START A BOOK CLUB 

Book clubs encourage a group to read together, explore important topics through books, and have some fun! The idea of 
a  book club is that everyone reads the same book and then gathers together to discuss it and take part in book-themed 

activities. You can even pair up with others to double the fun. It’s a great way to spend time 
together and encourage a lifelong passion for books. Now on to this month’s pick! 

Stella by Starlight 
By Sharon M. Draper 
Recommended for ages 8 – 12. 
 
What it’s About:  Stella is an 11-year-old African-American girl growing up in the segregated 
South. When she and her brother witness a Ku Klux Klan meeting, her family and community 
rally together. She admires her father’s courage in registering to vote and discovers her own 
courage as she faces learning challenges, racism, and life-threatening danger to her loved ones. 

Major Themes: Family, community, African-American history, power of the human spirit, racism, civil rights, kindness, and 
fairness. 
Why I picked It: Mrs. Thobe loves Sharon Draper books.  Sharon Draper is an American children's writer and a professional 
educator, the 1997 National Teacher of the Year. She is a six-time winner of the Coretta Scott King Award for books about 
the African-American experience. Stella by Starlight is a narrative based on the life of the author’s own grandmother. We love 
Stella’s courage as well as the importance of history found throughout Stella’s story.  AND, she’s from Cleveland, Ohio!  Mrs. 
Hosang and Mrs. Ruffing met her at the AASL Conference in October! 
A Word of Caution for Sensitive Readers: The story depicts and alludes to ugly acts of racism, including the beating of a 
child, lynching, and arson. Key characters also endure great danger and near-death experiences. 
Suggestions for Younger Readers: If your audience is too young to read Stella by Starlight, try the following picture books: 

http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/fun/embrace-your-geekness-day
http://www.readbrightly.com/how-to-start-family-book-club/
http://books.simonandschuster.com/Stella-by-Starlight/Sharon-M-Draper/9781442494978
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White Water by Michael S. Bandy and Eric Stein, illustrated by Shadra Strickland 

New Shoes by Susan Lynn Meyer, illustrated by Eric Velasquez 

 

 

The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles, illustrated by George Ford 

 

The Art of Reading Aloud 
There have been numerous studies to uncover the critical elements that lead to successful 

reading.  Countless successful readers have said that they were surrounded by books in the home 

and the bedtime read-aloud was a nightly ritual. 
It has also been said that a child needs to hear 1000 stories before learning to read.  Believe 

it or not, this can be accomplished in one year if you use Mem Fox’s formula of at least three 

stories a day- one favorite, one familiar and one first-read- starting from the day the baby is born. 
Students, tweens and teens, love to listen to stories, especially those told well with plenty of 

expression and emphasis.  It is during these times that they not only learn the language of books, 
but the sounds of the language they speak.  They learn to moderate and modulate their own 
voices, use words that they would not normally hear, and discover how one set of words can have 

a number of interpretations depending on the emphasis. They learn the impact of pauses and 
expression as well as complete and complex sentence structures. 

Hearing stories read well is an essential part of any child’s education.  
 

“If reading to children were common instead of a rarity, we’d be  
facing fewer academic and social problems in this nation.” 

Trelease, J. 2001 The Read-Aloud Handbook 5th ed., New York: Penguin 

 
 
If you can read aloud well, the book does not even need to 

have pictures! 
 

Some people think that reading aloud stops when a student or 
child is old enough to read alone.  But there are many reasons why we should continue to read 
aloud well beyond that. Story telling is very important for our children today; they need it more 

than ever. Stories feed our sense of self, wonder, safety, and respect. As children listen to stories, it 
helps to develop their imaginations and their self-esteem. Storytelling benefits literacy, lateral 

thinking and creativity, often leaving listeners with a sense of well-being.  
Our imaginations are like muscles that need exercise.  Stories stretch and exercise our 
imaginations. 

 Whether you are reading aloud to your child or to a class, do it as well as you can, for all of 
these reasons and more! – You are conveying much more than the words on the page. Remember, 

we are all storytellers!   
We tell stories all day, every day to each other.   Everyone wants their story heard….

Have fun telling stories today!  

  

http://www.candlewick.com/cat.asp?browse=Title&mode=book&isbn=0763636789&pix=n
http://www.holidayhouse.com/title_display.php?ISBN=9780823425280
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/book/story-ruby-bridges
http://www.candlewick.com/cat.asp?browse=Title&mode=book&isbn=0763636789&pix=n
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Best Books for the winter:  
Curl Up with a good book! 

These recommended reads just for you have been 
soaring to the top of the popularity charts! 

Try Not to Breathe  
by Holly Seddon  
Left for dead, Amy Stevenson has been in a coma 
for 15 years, her attacker never found. Struggling 
alcoholic and reporter Alex Dale becomes 

obsessed with solving the cold case in this psychological 
thriller, even as her own life unravels.  Alex is a messy disaster 
of a person, and yet you just can't help rooting for her to get 
herself together and find the truth. 

 

While the City Slept: A Love Lost to 
Violence and a Young Man's Descent into 
Madness  
by Eli Sanders  
Who is to blame when mental illness leads to 
violence? In this true-crime narrative, Pulitzer 
Prize–winning journalist Sanders delves into 

a 2009 case of rape and murder in Seattle, looking at a 
complex sequence of events from every angle. This novel 
has been compared to In Cold Blood , not just because of 
the writing, but also because Sanders pushes beyond just 
the facts to discover a greater truth than just innocence or 
guilt. 

 
A Criminal Magic 
by Lee Kelly (Goodreads Author) 
What if Prohibition outlawed magic instead of 
alcohol? This 1920s historical fantasy is packed 
with gangsters and magical speakeasies. When a 
sorceress named Joan meets Alex, a federal spy, 
they must decide whom to trust. 
 

 

March 2, 2016 will be... 

Dr. Seuss Day! 

We truly love him in a house… 

We truly love him with a mouse… 

We truly love him here or there… 

We truly love him anywhere… 

We truly love the silly goose… 

We truly love old Dr. Seuss. 

Theodor Seuss Geisel, commonly known by his pen 
name Dr. Seuss, was a writer, poet and cartoonist 
born 1904.  Please join us as we celebrate Dr. Seuss’ 
110th Birthday.  Make a mess with the Cat in the Hat, 
skate around with the Fox in Sox, hear a Who with 
Horton, count the red and blue fish, help the Grinch 
see the error of his ways, and listen to Sam I Am’s 
friend complain about the dish of green eggs and 
ham, the ungrateful hairball! 
 
Check out Mrs. Hosang’s website for more details! 

ncslibraries.weebly.com 
 

 

 

http://www.infotopia.info/presidential_election_2016.html 

 
Be sure to check out the 2016 Presidential Election 
resources. They update their resources after every debate 
and include polls, election maps, surveys, and political 
cartoons. These balanced resources include information 
from the major television networks and Internet 
resources. There is also an explanation for students of the 
voting process and the Electoral College system. 
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500HATS 
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Google Images 
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https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/27793667-try-not-to-breathe
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/9885531.Holly_Seddon
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25614525-while-the-city-slept
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25614525-while-the-city-slept
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25614525-while-the-city-slept
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5772391.Eli_Sanders
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/168642.In_Cold_Blood
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25785807-a-criminal-magic?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=2016-02&utm_content=Bbotm3
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7211914.Lee_Kelly?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=2016-02&utm_content=Bbotm3
http://www.infotopia.info/presidential_election_2016.html

