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FINANCIAL LITERACY 

TO BECOME  FINANCIALLY LITERATE,  CHILDREN NEED TO PRAC-

TICE THINKING ABOUT MONEY AND HOW IT IS USED.   

Our society places great importance on money—earning it, spending it, giving it away, 

using it to wield power.  Too often, people are judged based on how much they earn and 

how visibly they spend.  Yet poverty is a growing problem in our unbalanced economy of 

“haves” and “have nots.”  Some students’ families struggle to get by.  Helping children 

gain skills for understanding and managing money is critical if they are to develop and 

share their talents, contribute to their communities, and succeed in life.  

During April—Financial Literacy Month—invest time in building economic knowledge 

and skills using resources and activities across the curriculum.  When we look at today's 

society and find out that this is the first generation in America to have negative savings, 

there is no denying that we as educators need to get comfortable with teaching econom-

ics, especially personal finance.  “Negative Savings” doesn’t mean that we do not have 

any money saved.  It means that we do not have any money saved and we are in debt 

with mortgages, credit cards, loans, and so on.  Consequently, the students are being 

raised in large part by parents who do not understand personal finance themselves, and 

through no fault of their own, have trouble teaching good financial habits and under-

standings to their kids. 

The good news is that we can begin to change all of that by instilling in our students a 

core knowledge of how to manage their finances from the time they find their first pen-

ny in the parking lot.   

There are many great resources out there.  Lessons can be found at EconoLink 

(www.econolink.org).  Click “Lessons” to search by grade level, concept, subject, and 

standards.  A great elementary lesson is “How Much Is That Dog-

gy?” (www.econolink.org/lesson/456), which uses Iza Trapani’s How Much Is That 

Doggie in the Window? to teach about long-term budgeting and responsible pet care. 

Other great resources are the education pages of the various Federal Reserve Banks 

(you can find links to each bank’s site at http[://www.federalreserve.gov/

otherfrb.htm).  Make sure you check out each bank’s site, as they produce their own 

materials.  These organizations also host workshops for educators. 

Once you start thinking about financial literacy, you will be surprised at how many eco-

nomic concepts, from choice to entrepreneurship, you will find.  You can always include 

nuggets of financial literacy lessons for just about any subject.  Enjoy the journey to 

financial fitness! 

 

APRIL IS: 

NATIONAL POETRY MONTH 

SCHOOL LIBRARY MONTH 

NATIONAL CARD AND LETTER WRITING 

MONTH 

NATIONAL AUTISM AWARENESS MONTH 

JAZZ APPRECIATION MONTH 

SPECIAL DAYS 

April 10– 16:  National Library Week 

April 11th:  National Pet Day 

April 12th:  Author Beverly Cleary turns 

100! 

April 21st:  Kindergarten Day 

April 22nd:  Earth Day and National Jelly 

Bean Day 

April 27th:  Tell A Story Day 

April 28th:  National Poem in Your Pocket 

Day 

April 29th:  Arbor Day and World Wish Day 

April 30th:  Sense of Smell Day 



Math/Behavioral Studies/Life Skills/Geography 

Words and Pictures.  Have students read The Lemonade War, 

Lawn Boy, or The Toothpaste Millionaire.  They'll choose situations 

from their books that involve solving a problem mathematically.  

They’ll frame the situation as word problems or picture them graphical-

ly (as in the Lemonade War, p.56) and work through them as class 

demonstrations. 

Bartering.  Read An Apple Pie for Dinner and explain bartering.  

Review what was traded for what in the story.  Practice pretend trades 

and discuss how equivalent values are determined. 

If I Had a Quadrillion Dollars…..In Mr. Chickee’s Funny 

Money, Steven gets a quadrillion-dollar bill—that’s $1, 

000,000,000000,0000!  Have students write essays about what 

they would do with that much money.  Early elementary stu-

dents can audio-or video-record their thoughts.  Use their ideas 

to explore or review the concepts of spending, saving, and shar-

ing money. 

Sneaky Advertising.  

Use Centsibility (pages 56-57) and chapter 5 of The Secret 

Life of Money to explore the tricks marketers use to entice 

kids to buy “wants” or fad items.  Make a large poster of tips 

for spotting advertising tricks and display it. 

Microcredit.  Read One Hen.  Use the endnotes to intro-

duce the powerful concept of microcredit.  Have students do 

research to identify microfinance projects in different coun-

tries. 

 

FINANCIAL LITERACY ON THE WEB 

FINANCIAL LITERACY ACTIVITIES 

The U.S. Mint:  Financial Literacy.  http://

tinyurl.com/oavry39.  Check out lesson 

plans for grades K-6 on all aspects of  financial 

literacy and a linked page that’s all about coins. 

Free Training Tutorial:  Financial Literacy 

for Kids.    http://tinyurl.com/osuzbj7.  

Lessons, organized by grade, on financial terms, 

budgeting, spending, earning, saving, assessing 

needs vs. wants, and avoiding scams. 

Money Instructor:  Counting  Money 

www.moneyinstructor.com/money.asp.  

Lesson plans and activities about identifying, 

counting, and handling money. 

 

Hands On Banking.  

www.handsonbanking,org/htdocs/en/k.  

Cartoon-style video features an alien visiting 

Earth and explaining money. 

PBS Kids Go! “It’s My Life:  Managing 

Money:  Bank It!”  http://pbskids.org/

itsmylife/money/managing/

article8.html.  Explore a series of ten articles 

on different aspects of personal finances. 

Money Flashcards.  

Www.aplusmath.com/cgi-bin/

flashcards/money.  On-screen groupings of 

currency and coins to add. 

 

FINANCIAL LITERACY IN 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Business Book Reviews.  

Assign Secret Millionaires Club 

and one of these titles:  The 

Toothpaste Millionaire, Lawn 

Boy, the Lemonade War, LuLu 

Walks the Dogs, or Johnny 

Swanson.  Students will write 

book reviews, guided by the Busi-

ness Book Review worksheet at 

www.librarysparks.com. 

Money Poems.  Share poems 

about money, like those at  po-

etrysoup.com.  Have students 

write or record original money-

themed poems. 
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MAD MONEY 

It’s never too early to start teaching financial literacy to your students, and there are many free 

resources and games you can use to get the message across! 

Books to Share (Grades K-2) 

The Berenstain Bears’ Dollars and Sense by Stan and Jan Berenstain 

The Berenstain Bears’ Trouble with Money by Stan and Jan Berenstain 

Bunny Money by Rosemary Wells 

A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams 

How the Second Grade Got $8,205.50 to vVsit the Statue of Liberty by Nathan Zimelman 

Little Nino’s Pizzeria by Karen Barbour 

Pigs Will Be Pigs by Amy Axelrod 

Sam and the Lucky Money  by Karen Chinn 

Books to Share (Grades 3-5) 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl 

Freckle Juice by Judy Blume 

Millions by Frank Cottrell Boyce 

Swindle by Gordon Korman 

GAMES AND ACTIVITIES 

TreasuryDirect KIDS’ MoneyMemory game (http://tinyurl.com/p84euxo) features 

three levels of difficulty and has items such as cash, credit cards, bankers, gold bars, and piggy 

banks for younger learners. 

Students must collect all the coinage they can without breaking their piggy bank in Save Per-

ry’s Pennies (http://tinyurl.com/3jplt73).  Learn the difference between pennies, nick-

els, dimes, and quarters in this fast-paced, timed game. 

Collect coins to allow your pirate ship to purchase sails to reach harbor before a sea monster 

gobbles you up!  The U.S. Mint’s Dollar Dive Game (http://tinyurl.com/nx4j4ux) has 

three levels of difficulty to use with elementary students. 

Students can learn about monthly budgeting with the Mad Money game from PBS Kids Go! 

(http://tinyurl.com/6euoxo).  You have the choice of purchasing one item at the end of 

thirty days.  Over the course of the month you will earn, save, and spend to see if you meet your 

goal.  This is for students of all ages through high school. 

Download a budget sheet with line items such as allowances, earnings, fixed expenses, and 

unexpected expenses to use with your classes:  http://tinyurl.com/pwl2gj3. 

SET THE FEDERAL 

BUDGET 

Upper grades can play Peo-

ple’s Pie (http://

tinyurl.com/lzttmg7), a 

game where they set the 

spending priorities for the 

nation.  Students can fund or 

cut various programs while 

trying to keep the people 

happy and not going too far 

in debt. 

You can create accounts for 

your students, but these are 

not necessary to play the 

game.  Students can play as 

guests without logging in, 

though their scores will not 

be recorded.  This game 

helps students think through 

why the government can’t 

fund everything, even when 

a program sounds like a 

great idea.  They will have to 

make some tough choices! 

MONEY SMART WEEK 

Money Smart Week, created 

by the Money Smart Adviso-

ry Council in Chicago, is 

April 23-30, 2016.  the goal 

is to raise financial aware-

ness for both kids and 

adults.  The Kids section of 

the website 

(www.moneysmartwee

k.org/kid) has teacher re-

sources and games.  The site 

also includes frequently 

asked questions, resources 

for adults, (which you could 

pass along to parents or use 

for a family night), and up-

coming events. 
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Caption describing picture or graphic 

MORE AUTHORS                    

CELEBRATING  SPRING     

BIRTHDAYS 

Mary Pope Osborne, author of the 

Magic Treehouse series, is celebrating 

her birthday on May 20th.  Read around 

the world (and through time) with Jack 

and Annie in their Magic Treehouse 

adventures.  Play games to reinforce the 

non-fiction elements of the stories at 

www.magictreehouse.com/.  Play 

using Teacher Mode and have your 

class divide into teams to compete.  

Students can also track  their reading 

progress and collect stamps for their 

“passports.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eric Carle celebrates his birthday on 

June 25th.  Take your class on a virtual 

field trip through his Museum of Picture 

Book Art, located in Massachusetts at  

http://www.carlemuseum.org/virtual-

tour.   

This video highlights the gallery, the art 

studio, the library, the auditorium, and 

the many talented illustrators whose 

artwork has been displayed over the 

years. 

 

BEVERLY CLEARY TURNS 100! 

Beverly Cleary doesn’t really want 

to talk about turning 100. “Go 

ahead and fuss,” she says of the 

big day, April 12. “Everyone else 

is.” 

 

Across the country, people are 

delving into Cleary nostalgia, with 

celebrations and new editions of 

her books.  Kids and adults are 

being asked to “Drop Everything 

and Read” to commemorate 

Cleary’s contribution to children’s 

literature. 

 

But the beloved children’s author 

has something far more low-key 

in mind for herself: a celebratory 

slice of carrot cake, she says, 

“because I like it.” 

 

Today, Cleary lives a quiet life in a 

retirement home in Northern Cal-

ifornia.  She gets up at 7:30 a.m. 

and spends the day reading the 

newspaper and books and doing 

crossword puzzles. She watches 

“Doc Martin” and CNN and en-

joys visiting with her family.  She 

doesn’t have a computer, and 

though she enjoys writing letters, 

she notes that “when you get to be 

99, there aren’t many people to 

write letters to.”  

 

Beverly Cleary is set in her ways 

— “I don’t think I joined this cen-

tury” — and is very aware of how 

times have changed. “I think chil-

dren today have a tough time, 

because they don’t have the free-

dom to run around as I did — and 

they have so many scheduled ac-

tivities.” 

 

In her youth, she points out, 

“mothers did not work outside the 

home; they worked on the inside. 

And because all the mothers were 

home — 99 percent of them, any-

way — all mothers kept their eyes 

on all the children.” This is part of 

the reason, she says, that the chil-

dren in her books were so often 

out tromping through the neigh-

borhood without adult chaper-

ones. 

 

Cleary’s last book was 

“Ramona’s World,” published 

in 1999. Her plucky heroine re-

mains frozen at age 9; her sister, 

Beezus, is 14 and just entering 

high school.  

 

Yet Cleary’s books live on. In Jan-

uary, HarperCollins published 

new editions of three of her most 

popular works: “Henry Hug-

gins,” “Ramona Quimby, 

Age 8” and “The Mouse and 

the Motorcycle,” with intro-

ductions by Judy Blume, Amy-

Poehler and Kate DiCamillo, re-

spectively. There are more than 

40 Cleary titles in print, and you 

can even watch Selena Gomez and 

Joey King play her two most fa-

mous characters in the movie, 

“Beezus and Ramona.” 

 

(Source:  The Washington Post) 

 

  4 

https://multcolib.org/events/celebrate-100-years-beverly-cleary-neighborhood-walking-tour
https://multcolib.org/events/celebrate-100-years-beverly-cleary-neighborhood-walking-tour
http://dropeverythingandread.com/
http://dropeverythingandread.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0380732726?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creativeASIN=0380732726&linkCode=xm2&tag=thewaspos09-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0380709120?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creativeASIN=0380709120&linkCode=xm2&tag=thewaspos09-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0380709120?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creativeASIN=0380709120&linkCode=xm2&tag=thewaspos09-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0380709562?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creativeASIN=0380709562&linkCode=xm2&tag=thewaspos09-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0380709562?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creativeASIN=0380709562&linkCode=xm2&tag=thewaspos09-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0380709244?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creativeASIN=0380709244&linkCode=xm2&tag=thewaspos09-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0380709244?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creativeASIN=0380709244&linkCode=xm2&tag=thewaspos09-20
http://md2.washingtonpost.com/gog/movies/ramona-and-beezus,1158939.html


“Poetry is a way of creating a world that is as compact, beautiful, and 
surprising as a seashell.  Poems are usually adorned with or constructed 
of metaphors and include a twist in the last line.”~~Kate Coombs 

National Poetry Month is the largest literary celebration in the 

world, with tens of millions of readers, students, K-12 teachers, 

librarians, booksellers, literary events curators, publishers, blog-

gers, and, of course, poets marking poetry’s important place in 

our culture and our lives.  

 

While we celebrate poets and poetry year-round, the Academy of 

American Poets was inspired by the successful celebrations of 

Black History Month (February) and Women’s History Month 

(March), and founded National Poetry Month in April 1996 with an 

aim to highlight the extraordinary legacy and ongoing achieve-

ment of American poets, encourage the reading of poems,  and 

assist teachers in bringing poetry into their classrooms. 

 Sign up for Poem-a-Day 

and read a poem each 

morning. 

 Sign up for Teach This Po-

em, a weekly series for 

teachers. 

 Memorize a poem. 

 Chalk a poem on the side-

walk 

 Celebrate National Poem 

in Your Pocket Day on 

April 21, 2016.  The idea is 

simple:  select a poem you 

love, carry it with you, then 

share it with someone. 

 Start a poetry reading 

group.  

 Create an anthology of 

your favorite poems. 

 Learn more about poets 

and poetry events in Ohio. 

 Get ready for Mother’s Day 

by making a card featuring 

a line of poetry. 

 Learn about how poetry 

matters in the United 

States today. 

 Order a free National Poet-

ry month poster and dis-

play it in your classroom. 

 Recreate a poet’s favorite 

food or drink by following 

his or her recipe. 

 Watch a poetry movie. 

APRIL IS NATIONAL POETRY MONTH 

WAYS TO CELEBRATE NATIONAL POETRY  
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https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poets
https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poems
https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/materials-teachers


MAY THE FOURTH BE 

WITH YOU! 

May the force be with you on 

May 4th, also known as Star Wars 

day.  As many Star Wars fans will take 

to social media to commemorate this 

day, this would be a great time to 

discuss social media etiquette, cyber 

safety, and other digital knowledge with 

a fun base.  Look at Twitter, blogs, and 

other social media and discuss how 

they differ and how students can partic-

ipate in social media without giving 

away too much information about 

themselves.  Students can even create 

a fake Facebook page on poster paper 

as Star Wars or other science fiction 

characters.  Then, have them circulate 

and add comments to each other’s 

“pages” in character.  Discuss how 

comments made online are more per-

manent than they seem. 

 

STEM FOR SPRING 

Celebrate National Paper Clip Day on May 29th.  Add STEM activities 

to your classroom by pairing a book and a challenge: 

Read Egg Drop by Mini Grey and gather a few materials including 

paper clips, string, watercolor paint, and paper.  Using these supplies, 

you can “gravity paint” so students have something to reinforce the sci-

ence.  This activity is simple enough that stu-

dents can then do this at home.  Complete 

instructions can be found at:  

 http://tinyurl.com/z327ovw. 

A great read-aloud about bridges is Twenty-

One Elephants and Still Standing by 

April Jones Prince.  This is a true story about 

the opening of the 

Brooklyn Bridge in 1883.  New Yorkers didn’t trust 

the engineering and would not use the bridge un-

til…..P.T. Barnum was in town and paraded 21 ele-

phants across it.  Using paper clips and straws, 

students can experiment with bridge design.  In-

structions can be found here:  http:/

tinyurl.com/

mh95c61. 

Math, Technology, End-of-Year 

Review, Oh My! 

 
Take a math topic that you will be reviewing.  

Use a technology tool, such as PowerPoint, to 

zero in on their information, organization and 

presentation skills by having each student created two slides.  The 

first slide should be a real-world math word 

problem the student created with images to 

represent it.  The second slide should contain a 

written-out explanation of how to solve the 

problem.  When students present their work, 

other students should try to solve each problem.  

By explaining the problem, students will gain a 

deeper understanding, all while practicing 

information organization and presentation 

skills. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

American Library Association 

Amazon.com 

Bing 

Google 

Jumpstart.org 

Library Sparks 

Librarysparks.com 

Poetrysoup.com 

Poets.org 

Brain Breaks 
 

Sometimes kids need to get 

the wiggles out for a minute 

and then they can focus again.  

Use short brain-break videos 

to help.  Google “brain breaks” 

and there will be a ton of 

videos to use.  You can also go 

to GoNoodle 

(www.gonoodle.com) a FREE 

site offering a wide variety of 

videos focusing on everything 

from deep breathing exercises 

to indoor recess stretch 

breaks.  There is a short intro 

video on GoNoodle that shows 

some of the different types of 

resources it offers.  After all, 

sometimes we all need a fun 

little break! 


